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Professor Sirirurg Songsivilai is Executive Director of the National 

Nanotechnology Center (NANOTEC), member of National Science and 

Technology Development Agency (NSTDA), Thailand.  He is in-charge of 

NANOTEC’s efforts as Thailand’s main driving force to establish, support and 

promote the development and application of national nanotechnology strategic 

programs through research innovations, technology transfer, human resource 

and infrastructure development. 

 

Prof. Songsivilai was trained in clinical medicine with M.D. degree (First Class Honours with 

Gold Medal) from Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University, and in molecular 

biology with Ph.D. degree from University of Cambridge, U.K.  He was postdoctoral fellow at 

University of Colorado Health Science Center in Denver, U.S.A.  In management, he received 

postgraduate certificates in law and public administration from King Prajadipok Institute, and in 

science, technology and innovation policy from Harvard University.  He is certified in the 

Director Certification Program from the Thai Institute of Directors. 

 

Prof. Songsivilai is an Anandhamahidol Foundation Scholar awarded by H.M. the King of 

Thailand.  He returned to Mahidol University in 1992 and, since 2000, became full Professor at 

Faculty of Medicine Siriraj Hospital, Mahidol University in Bangkok.  His main research interest 

is on molecular biology and genomics of infectious diseases, especially viral hepatitis, 

melioidosis and avian influenza: focusing on understanding clinical characteristics from the 

genomics variations.  He initiated an international genome project of Burkholderia pseudomallei, 

bacterium that cause melioidosis - a fatal tropical disease commonly found in Southeast Asia.  

His laboratory also works on cutting-edge technologies including manipulation of structure of 

antibody molecules, discovery of new molecular targets for tropical infection and cancer, and on 

nanobiosensor technology.  Dr. Songsivilai published extensively in international journals, 

authored 2 books and 5 patent applications.  He received several international awards and 

honours, including Rockefeller Biotechnology Career Fellowship, ASEAN Young Scientist and 

Technologist Award in 1998, Taguchi Prize for Outstanding Achievement in Biotechnology in 

2002, and National Outstanding Technologist Award in 2003. 

 

Prof. Songsivilai is also known for his entrepreneurial experience, having found spin-off 

biotechnology company specializing in development and manufacturing of advanced diagnostics 

and therapeutics for tropical infectious diseases.  In 2004, he joined BIOTEC as senior executive 

overseeing the development of bio-industry under the National Biotechnology Policy Committee 

and was in-charge of the Thailand BioPark Program.  In 2005, Professor Songsivilai served as 

Assistant President of NSTDA - Thailand’s major S&T organization, overseeing management of 

strategic R&D initiatives, international collaborations and external affairs.  He became Executive 

Director of NANOTEC in August 2008.  He is also the Founding President of the Thailand 

Nanotechnology Association. 

 

Prof. Songsivilai plays active roles in various national and international networks, such as in 

Executive Committee of Asia Nano Forum, Thailand National Coordinator in the FP7 Program, 

National Focal Points in the Subcommittee on Infrastructure for Research and Development of 

the ASEAN, etc. 


